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GLOBAL ROAD SAFETY WEEK
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Global Road Safety Week, April 23-29, to Focus on 

Teen Seat Belt Use – To Save More Lives.
According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), motor vehicle crashes are the leading cause of death for 15- to 20-year-olds in the United States.  In fact, more than one out of every ten (nearly 13 percent) of all drivers involved in fatal crashes across the U.S. in 2005 were between the ages of 15 and 20.
During 2005, 7,460 young drivers ages 15 to 20 were involved in fatal crashes across the country in which 3,467 young drivers and 2,171 passengers in the vehicles with the young drivers were killed. An alarming 62 percent of those 15- to 20-year-old passenger vehicle occupants killed were NOT wearing their seat belts at the time of the fatal crash.  
These high fatality and low seat belt use rates are the big reasons [Local Organization] is joining with NHTSA and other state and local highway safety and law enforcement leaders across the nation to help remind more teens, particularly during Global Road Safety Week (GRSW), to always buckle up.
 GRSW is an international collaborative effort designed to promote road traffic safety on the world stage and to encourage governments to embrace road traffic safety as a key developmental goal.  Hundreds of initiatives – local, national, and global – will take place around the world.
Traffic fatalities are a growing problem worldwide.  Today more than 1 million people a year are killed in traffic fatalities.  Moreover, WHO projects that traffic fatalities will become the third leading cause of death and disability in the world by 2020, surpassing diseases like malaria and tuberculosis.

GRSW presents an opportunity to take the field of traffic safety to a new level.  It supports efforts to strengthen traffic safety programs and practices at the national and international levels.  
Most of the fatalities in crashes involving young drivers are the young drivers themselves and their passengers. National observation surveys consistently indicate that young drivers, especially young males, are among those motorists least likely to buckle up. A disturbing 67 percent of male drivers and 74 percent of male passengers between the ages of 18 and 34 who were killed in passenger vehicles were NOT wearing seat belts at the time of the fatal crash.
These distressing statistics speak for themselves. Many of these deaths and injuries could be prevented with the simple use of a seat belt. 

The goal of Global Road Safety Week is simple. We’re going to save more lives by convincing young drivers and passengers, in the front and back seats, to always buckle up.  This is a community effort and it will take all of us -- parents, schools, churches, law enforcement and the teens themselves -- working together to get the job done.

Please join us in helping remind all teens—and indeed all Americans—to always buckle up—every trip, every time. 
For more information on Global Road Safety Week, please visit www.nhtsa.dot.gov.  
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