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Sample Letter to the Editor

[date]

Letters to the Editor

[newspaper name]

To the Editor:

In these times of uncertainty, we all become more concerned about safety matters. Yet many people still

don’t take one of the simplest, most effective steps to stay safe: Buckling up. According to the National

Highway Traffic Safety Administration, fully 60 percent of the passenger vehicle occupants killed in

motor vehicle crashes in 2001 weren’t wearing safety belts.

Teenagers and young adults are especially vulnerable. Motor vehicle crashes are the leading cause of

death for people age 15 to 24 in the United States, according to the National Center for Health

Statistics. And NHTSA reports that 63 percent of 16- to 20-year-old passenger vehicle occupants killed

or seriously injured in crashes in 2001 were not wearing a safety belt.

Sometimes the fear of getting a traffic ticket is the only reason that someone will wear a safety belt.

That’s why State and local law enforcement officers are joining the national Click It or Ticket/Operation

ABC (America Buckles Up Children) May 2003 Mobilization that runs from May 19-June 1 and will

aggressively ticket unbelted drivers and passengers. Police officers hate to spend their time looking for

people who are unrestrained in cars. But they’d rather do this than find those people dead or injured

because of a motor vehicle crash.

Wear your safety belt every trip, every time. Or risk getting a ticket — especially May 19-June 1.

Sincerely,

[name]

[job title and place of work – or, if you’re a student, insert your school and grade]

[city]
