Click It or Ticket/Operation ABC (America Buckles Up Children) May 2003 Mobilization

Sample Letter to School Resource Officers
[date]

Dear School Resource Officer:

We need your assistance to help save lives—the lives of our students. One of the greatest dangers they face is being killed or severely injured in a motor vehicle crash. In fact, on average nine 15- to 18-year-olds were killed in motor vehicle crashes every day in 2001—about a third of a typical high school class, according to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA). And 65 percent of those were not wearing a safety belt.

From May 19 to June 1, 2003, law enforcement officers across the country will enforce safety belt laws as a part of the Click It or Ticket/Operation ABC (America Buckles Up Children) Mobilization. Law enforcement’s goal is not to write tickets, but to get everyone buckled up, especially teen drivers and their passengers.

We need to educate students about the Click It or Ticket heightened enforcement campaign and

frequently remind them to buckle up on every trip. This small step could save a life.

Please check with your school principal to see if he/she is aware of NHTSA’s Click It or Ticket campaign. Attached is a copy of a letter that was forwarded to school principals across the nation asking them to make a statement about the importance of safety belts and the Click It or Ticket campaign in their public address (PA) announcements to students. Also included is a series of morning announcements that students, principals, school resource officers or other school staff can make. These should be read for the eight days before the May Mobilization to reinforce the safety campaign.

We are counting on your support to encourage your school administrators to participate in this

important lifesaving effort. Thank you for your help and for continuing to lead by example, promoting positive images to the students as well as educating them on the importance of buckling up.

Sincerely,

_____________________________

