HIGH PROFILE ARREST

DROP-IN NEWS RELEASE

Note: Before filling in the names of the Organization and Organization spokesperson, you MUST contact them to obtain their permission to use their names in this press release, and you must get their approval for the language of their quotations, and any changes or additions they may require. Only after this is done should you send out the press release.
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  [Date]

CONTACT:  [Name, Phone Number, E-mail address]

You Are Not Above the Law.

[Date] – At [a checkpoint/traffic stop] held [date], by [agency], [name of prominent person] was arrested for drunk driving. [Insert incident or arrest report details here.  Story of interest] 

[He/She] was caught during stepped up enforcement efforts of impaired driving laws by [agency] in an effort to promote safe driving and reduce the number of impaired driving traffic fatalities that occur on our roads and highways.

Impaired driving is one of America’s most often committed and deadliest crimes.  According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), in 2005, 16,885 people died in alcohol-related highway crashes, of which nearly 13,000 people died in traffic crashes involving a driver or a motorcycle operator with an illegal blood alcohol concentration (BAC) of 0.08 or above – the legal limit throughout the U.S.  Overall, 39 percent of all traffic deaths last year involved alcohol.   
“The law does not discriminate,” said [Law Enforcement Official].  “Whether you are a high profile citizen or an average Joe, if you are caught committing a crime you will be held responsible for the legal consequences of your actions.”

The deadly risks and costly consequences of driving while impaired are far too serious.  With increased enforcement efforts and well-trained law enforcement officers and prosecutors, if you are caught driving while impaired, you will be arrested and prosecuted.  

To learn how you can help your community stop impaired driving, visit www.stopimpaireddriving.org. 
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