PROTECTING LIVES, SAVING FUTURES PROGRAM ANNOUNCEMENT
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  [Date]

CONTACT:  [Name, Phone Number, E-mail address]

[State] Law Enforcement Officials and Prosecutors 

Join Together to Stop Impaired Driving, 

Protect Lives and Save Futures
[Date] -- Law enforcement officials and prosecutors are working together to enhance their ability to successfully apprehend and prosecute impaired driving offenders.  [State/County/City] [Law Enforcement Officials/ Prosecutor] attended the Protecting Lives, Saving Futures training program on [day, date] at [location of training].  

The Protecting Lives, Saving Futures program, developed by the American Prosecutors Research Institute’s National Traffic Law Center, was conceived to train both law enforcement and prosecutors in a single class in the detection, apprehension and prosecution of impaired drivers.  

“The training program is designed to bring law enforcement officials and prosecutors together as a team in the pursuit of successful prosecution of impaired driving violators,” said [Law Enforcement Official/Prosecutor].  “By bridging the understanding of the challenges and difficulties that prosecutors and law enforcement officers face, this program helps strengthen impaired driving cases and prevent offenders from slipping through the cracks.” 

Impaired driving is one of America’s most frequently committed and deadliest crimes.  According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), in 2005, 16,885 people died in alcohol-related highway crashes, of which nearly 13,000 people died in traffic crashes involving a driver or a motorcycle operator with an illegal blood alcohol concentration (BAC) of 0.08 or above – the legal limit throughout the U.S.  
[Insert Local Impaired Driving Statistics and /or Local Relevant Crash Story] 

Although fatalities involving drivers with BAC levels of 0.08 or above have declined slightly in recent years, there is still much to be done.  Overall, 39 percent of all traffic deaths last year involved alcohol.   
The Protecting Lives, Saving Futures training is a step in the right direction.  As a result of the training our police and prosecutors have received, it is much more likely that impaired drivers will be arrested and prosecuted in [State/community]. 
To learn how you can help your community stop impaired driving, visit www.StopImpairedDriving.org. 
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