SFST TRAINING 
[DATE]

DROP-IN MEDIA ADVISORY
[Law Enforcement Agency] Officers 

To Receive Standardized Field Sobriety Testing Training
If last year’s trends continue, an estimated [number] of people in [community] will be injured or killed in a traffic crash involving an impaired driver or motorcycle operator this year.  To reduce and help prevent the crime of impaired driving, [City/State] [Local Law Enforcement] will attend the Standardized Field Sobriety Testing (SFST) training course on [dates] at [location of training] to prepare for [event…e.g. the Drunk Driving.  Over the Limit. Under Arrest. campaign, Spring break, motorcycle rally, specific holiday, etc.]. 

Impaired driving is one of America’s most frequently committed and deadliest crimes.  

According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), in 2005, 16,885 people died in alcohol-related highway crashes, of which nearly 13,000 people died in traffic crashes involving a driver or a motorcycle operator with an illegal BAC of 0.08 or above – the legal limit throughout the U.S.  Overall, 39 percent of all traffic deaths last year involved alcohol.   

The SFST training programs, developed by NHTSA and approved by the International Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP), are vital to increase the probability of detecting, investigating, arresting and convicting impaired drivers.  

During the 24-hour course, law enforcement officers learn:

· How to recognize impaired driving behavior;

· The importance of the SFST battery, and how to properly administer the tests that include the Horizontal Gaze Nystagmus (HGN) test, Walk and Turn test and One-Leg Stand test

· When to make an impaired driving arrest;

· How to write accurate and detailed reports;

· How to give clear and convincing testimony.

Although fatalities involving drivers with blood alcohol concentrations of .08 or above have declined slightly in recent years, there is still much to be done.

WHO:

[participants]

WHEN:
[date and time]

WHERE:
[address of location]

CONTACT:
[name, phone number of primary contact]

###

