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[Law Enforcement Agency] Officers Receive 
Standardized Field Sobriety Testing Training
With increased statewide law enforcement efforts by [Law Enforcement Agency] to reduce the number of crashes, injuries and fatalities caused by impaired drivers, law enforcement officers must be properly trained to catch violators.   [City/State] [Local Law Enforcement] attended the Standardized Field Sobriety Testing (SFST) training course on [dates] at [location of training] to prepare for [Event…e.g. impaired driving law enforcement crackdown, Spring break, motorcycle rally, etc.]. 

Impaired driving is one of America’s most often committed and deadliest crimes.  According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), in 2005, 16,885 people died in alcohol-related highway crashes, of which nearly 13,000 people died in traffic crashes involving a driver or a motorcycle operator with an illegal BAC of 0.08 or above – the legal limit throughout the U.S.  Overall, 39 percent of all traffic deaths last year involved alcohol.   
“In 2005, there were [indicate # of impaired driving fatalities and # of impaired driving arrests] in [State],” said [Local Leader/Law Enforcement Official].  

 “Without the proper training [sobriety checkpoints, saturation patrols and other highly visible] law enforcement efforts will not yield the desired result – to reduce impaired driving.”

The SFST training programs, developed by NHTSA and approved by the International Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP), are vital to increase the probability of detecting, investigating, arresting and convicting impaired drivers.  

During the 24-hour course, law enforcement officers learn:

· How to recognize impaired driving behavior;

· The importance of the SFST battery, and how to properly administer the tests that include the Horizontal Gaze Nystagmus (HGN) test, Walk and Turn test and One-Leg Stand test

· When to make an impaired driving arrest;

· How to write accurate and detailed reports;

· How to give clear and convincing testimony.

Although fatalities involving drivers with blood alcohol concentrations of 0.08 or above have declined slightly in recent years, there is still much to be done.

“The deadly risks and costly consequences of driving while impaired are far too serious,” said [Local Leader/Law Enforcement Official].  “With increased enforcement efforts and well-trained law enforcement officers, if you are caught driving while impaired, you will be arrested.”  

To learn how you can help your community stop impaired driving, visit www.StopImpairedDriving.org. 
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