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SAMPLE PROCLAMATION
Child Passenger Safety Week                                                                   
    www.boosterseat.gov

A Proclamation by [official title]: 

WHEREAS, motor vehicle traffic crashes are the leading cause of death in the United States for every age from 3 through 33 years old; 
WHEREAS, child safety restraints (child safety seats, booster seats, and adult belts) have saved an estimated 7,472 lives from 1975 through 2004; 
WHEREAS, how children utilize child safety belt restraint systems, as well as where they sit in a vehicle, should change as they grow (with children under age 13 being safest in the back seat), all parents and caregivers should know and follow these 4 Steps for Kids: 
1. Use rear-facing infant seats in the back seat from birth to at least one year of age and at least 20 pounds;

2. Use forward-facing toddler seats in the back seat from age one and 20 pounds to about age four and 40 pounds;

3. Use booster seats in the back seat from about age four to at least age eight—unless the child is 4’9” and

4. Use safety belts in the back seat at age eight or older or taller than 4’9”; 
WHEREAS, 98 percent of America’s infants (under age 1) and 89 percent of children ages 1 to 4 are now restrained and only 10 to 20 percent of child passengers ages 4 to 8 are restrained properly for their age and size; 
WHEREAS, children ages 4 to 8 who use booster seats are 59 percent less likely to be injured in a car crash than those restrained by a safety belt alone, according to a study by Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia; 
WHEREAS, 33 States and the District of Columbia have some form of booster seat usage requirement in effect, yet 80 to 90 percent of U.S. children who should be riding in booster seats are not; 
WHEREAS, through public education, awareness, and continued enforcement of safety belt laws, the number of children who are killed or seriously injured in motor vehicle crashes can be significantly reduced; 
NOW, THEREFORE, I [name and title of local official], in recognition of this life-saving opportunity, join the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration and others to proclaim February 12 – 18, 2006, 
Child Passenger Safety Week 
in [name of locality] and do encourage the entire community to observe the week with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities to increase the proper use of all child passenger safety restraints, especially booster seats. 
[insert additional logos/seals as applicable]
