MODULE OVERVIEW

Module 4 is the final practical exam for the NHTSA EMD training curriculum. You
will demonstrate the proper and effective use of the knowledge that you have
gained throughout this course.

The practical exam will assist the instructor(s) in determining your readiness for the
job of emergency medical dispatcher. As a result, you will likely be asked to
demonstrate proficiency in all areas of EMD in a comprehensive format. You
should be prepared to deal with all thirty-two chief complaint types. You will be
tested, however, on only sixteen "real-life" simulations. These scenarios are
conducted between the instructor and you, or you may be asked to participate in
acting out a scenario with another trainee as the instrugtor(s) observe you. The
instructor will decide on which types of complaints you will be tested.

MODULE OBJECTIVES

Upon completion of this module, you will:

1. Demonstrate effective and proper EMD behaviors.
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EXAM OVERVIEW

The NHTSA course practical examination will consist of simulated or scripted calls
for emergency medical assistance. You will be assessed on 16 of the 32 chief
complaint types.

You will be assessed on your knowledge and demonstration of the skills required
for effective dispatch including:

1. Proper telephone techniques;

2. Proper handling of difficult callers;

3. Proper use of EMDPRS to elicit dispatch inform;tion;

4. Proper use of the EMDPRS to allocate resources based on use of information
gathered;

5. Proper identification of medical emergencies and

6. Proper delivery of medical instructions from the EMDPRS.

Simulations and scripted role plays will be based on actual 9-1-1 calls. Actual
9-1-1 calls will be used to develop these simulations. Transcriptions might be used
when available and cost effective. In either case, caller identification information
contained in the calls will be removed and replaced with false data to protect the
identity of the callers.

EXAM OBJECTIVES

Final Exam Terminal Objective
Upon completion of this exam, you will be able to:

1. Demonstrate effective and proper EMD behaviors.
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GLOSSARY

Common EMD Terminology

I GLOSSARY OVERVIEW ’

This glossary contains terms that you may commonly hear in your work. Many of
these terms are contained in this curriculum. Other medical and/or legal terms
are included here, providing you with additional exposure to terms common in
the industry, from terms that other EMDs may use to those used by ALS personnel
and Physicians with which you will come into contact.

Emergency Medical Dispatch: National Standard Curriculum Glossary-1



GLOSSARY

- Common EMD Terminology

I GLOSSARY OF TERMS

a-, an-, ano-: Prefix meaning
without.

abandonment: A termination of a
paramedic-patient relationship by the
paramedic without consent of the
patient and without care to the
patient by qualified medical
providers.

ABC's: Airway, Breathing and
Circulation; the first three steps in the
examination of any victim; basic life
support.

abdomen: The large body cavity
below the diaphragm and above the
pelvis.

abdominal: Pertaining to the
abdomen.

abduct: To draw away from the
midline.

abduction: The act of abducting; the
state of being abducted.

abnomal: Not normal; malformed.
abortion: The premature expulsion

of the products of conception from
the uterus; miscarriage.

incomplete abortion: The
expulsion of part of the fetus, or of
other parts of the products of
conception, from the uterus before
term.

missed abortion: Retention of the
contents of the uterus after the
fetus dies.

spontaneoys abortion: An
abortion occurring naturally.
therapeutic abortion: An induced
abortion, usually accomplished by
qualified medical personnel under
ideal conditions; the purpose is
usually to preserve the life of the
mother.

threatened abortion: The
appearance of signs and symptoms
of possible loss of the fetus;
characterized by bleeding and
cramps.

abrade: To wear away by
mechanical action; to scrape away a
substance.

abrasion: An injury consisting of the
loss of a partial thickness of skin from
rubbing or scraping on a hard, rough
surface; also called a brush burn,
friction burn.

Glossary-2
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~ Common EMD Terminology

abruptio placentae: A premature
separation of a normally implanted
placenta from the uterine wall
usually occurring during the third
trimester of pregnancy and
accompanied by pain and bleeding.

abscess: A localized collection of
pus in any part of the body; formed
by disintegration of tissues and
accumulation of white blood cells.

absorbent: Having the quality to
attract another substance and
incorporate it into its substance.

absorption: The act of absorbing; the
passage of one material into
another’s internal structure.

ac: Abbreviation for ante cibum,
meaning before eating.

access: A way or means of
approach; the action of going to or
reaching.

acetabulum: The cup-shaped cavity
on the external surface of the
innominate bone in which the
rounded head of the femur fits.

acetic acid: The principal acid in
vinegar.

acetone: A chemical compound
found normally in small amounts in
the urine; diabetic patients are said to
produce a "fruity odor" when larger
amounts are produced in blood and
urine.

acid: Sour; a substance that forms
hydrogen ions in solution and from
which hydrogen may be displaced by

a metal when a salt is formed.

acromioclavicular joint: The point of
the shoulder; the junction (union)
between clavicle and scapula plus
the supporting ligaments.

acromion: The lateral, triangular,
bony projection of the scapular spine
forming the point of the shoulder
with the lateral part of the clavicle.
activated charcoal: Powdered
charcoal that has been treated to
increase its powers of absorption;
used in a slurry to absorb ingested
poison.

acute: Having rapid onset, severe
symptoms, and a relatively short
duration.

acute abdomen: A serious, intra-
abdominal condition causing
irritation or inflammation of the
peritoneum, attended by pain,

tenderness, and muscular rigidity
(board-like abdomen).

acute myocardial infarction: The
acute phase of a heart attack,
wherein a spasm or blockage of a
coronary artery produces a spectrum
of signs and symptoms, commonly
including chest pain, nausea,
diaphoresis, anxiety, pallor, lassitude.
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Common EMD Terminology

Adam’s apple: The projection on the
anterior surface of the neck, formed
by the thyroid cartilage of the larynx.

addiction: The state of being strongly
dependent upon some agent; drugs,
tobacco, for example.

adduct: To move toward the center
of the body, particularly a limb or
head.

adduction: The act of adducting; the
movement of a part toward the
midline of the body.

adipose: Fatty tissue.

adjunct: An accessory or auxiliary
agent or measure; an oropharyngeal
airway is an airway management
adjunct.

ad lib: Abbreviation for ad libitum,
meaning as desired.

adrenal: Refers to the adrenal gland
or its secretion.

Adrenalin: The proprietary name for
epinephrine.

adrenergic: Activated by,
characteristic of, or secreting
epinephrine or other substances with
similar activities (catecholaminic).

Advanced Life Support (ALS): Basic
life support plus invasive techniques
leading to definitive therapy to save
the patient’s life.

aerobe: An organism that lives and
grows in the presence of free oxygen.

afebrile: Without fever.

afferent: Bearing or conducting
inward.

affinity: Attraction.

afterbirth: The placenta and

membranes expelled after the birth of
a child.

agglutination:.. Clumping together of
blood cells.

agonal: Pertaining to death or dying.

agonist: A prime mover; a muscle
opposed in action by another muscle,
called the antogonist.

air: The gaseous mixture which
composes the Earth’s atmosphere;
composed of approximately 21
percent oxygen, 79 percent nitrogen,
plus trace gases.

air chisel: A chisel attachment for
devices powered by compressed air;
used to cut away metal and other
materials.

air cutter gun kit: An air powered
tool for cutting that does not produce
heat or sparks.

air embolism: The presence of air
bubbles in the heart or blood vessels
causing an obstruction.
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Common EMD Terminology

air hunger: A term for labored
breathing.

air passage: Any of several tubes that
normally transmit air into the lungs.

air splint: A double-walled plastic
tube that immobilizes a limb when
sufficient air is blown into the space
between the walls of the tube, to
cause it to become almost rigid.

airway: An air passage.
artificial airway: A device used to
assure free passage of air through
the nose, mouth, and pharynx
into the trachea.
lower airway: The air passage
from the larynx to the pulmonary
alveoli.
upper airway: The air passage
from the nose and mouth to the
larynx.

albumin: A protein substance found
in human tissues as well as in other
animals and in plants.

alcohol: A transparent, colorless,
volatile fluid produced by
fermentation of carbohydrates with
yeast.

alcoholic: Pertaining to or
containing alcohol; also a person
who becomes habituated, dependent,
or addicted to alcohol consumption.

alimentary tract: The digestive tube
from the mouth to the anus.

alkali: Any compound of
electropositive element (usually a
metal such as sodium) in
combination with an electronegative
hydroxyl ion or similar ion.

alkaline: Having a pH greater than
7.0; in human physiology, having a
pH greater than 7.35.

alkalinizing agent: A substance used
to increase pH or alkalinity; usually
used to offset acidosis.

alkalosis: An abnormal state of the
body in which the pH rises above
7.45; loss of too much carbon
dioxide by hyperventilation
(respiratory alkalosis) or too much
acid by vomiting or by overdose of
alkalizing agents (metabolic
alkalosis).

allergen: A substance capable of
inducing an allergy or specific
hypersensitivity.

allergic reaction: A local or general
reaction to an allergen, usually
characterized by hives or tissue
swelling or dyspnea.

allergy: Hypersensitivity to a
substance, causing an abnormal
reaction.

alveolar ridge: The bony remains of
the jaws from which teeth have been
removed.
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alveolus: A cavity; specifically, the
socket holding a tooth; or a terminal
air sac of the lung.

amaurosis: Loss of sight without
apparent lesion of the eye, or from
disease.

amaurosis fugax: Sudden transitory
partial blindness.

amenorrhea: Absence of the
menstrual flow.

AMI: Abbreviation for acute
myocardial infarction.

amino acid: An organic acid in
which one of the hydrogen atoms has
been replaced by a molecular amine
group the chief component of
protein.

aminophylline: A drug of the
theophylline family, helpful in the
treatment of asthma, chronic
obstructive pulmonary disease, and
pulmonary edema.

amniotic fluid: The fluid surrounding
the fetus in the uterus, contained in
the amniotic sac.

amniotic sac: A thick, transparent
sac that holds the fetus suspended in
the amniotic fluid.

amobarbital: A drug of the
barbiturate class, with
hypnotic/sedative action; a controlled
substance drug.

amphetamine: A class of drugs that
produces potent central nervous
system stimulation; an "upper".

ampule: A sealed glass container for
medication.

amputation: Complete removal of an
appendage.

anaerobic: Life without oxygen.

anaerobic metabolism: Metabolism
without air, caused by a lack of gas
exchange at the cellular level;
product of cardiac arrest mechanism,
where no oxygen reaches the cells.

anal canal: The terminal portion of
the alimentary canal extending from
the rectum to the anus.

analgesic: A pain-relieving drug; a
class of drugs used to reduce pain.

analog signal: A continuous signal in
varying amplitude and direction in
proportion to the signal source, EKG
for example.

anaphylaxis: An exaggerated allergic
reaction, usually caused by foreign
proteins.

anasarca: A severe, generalized
edema.
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Common EMD Terminology

anastomosis: A joining together of
blood or lymph vessels by an
anatomical, natural arrangement or
by accessory channels around a joint,
whereby if a chief arterial supply is
interrupted, a constant blood flow
will be achieved; also a surgical
joining of two hollow organs, or of
part of the same organ, or between
blood vessels.

anatomic position: The presumed
body position when referring to
anatomical landmarks; upright, facing
the observer, with hands and arms at
sides, thumbs pointing away from the
body, legs and feet pointing straight
ahead.

anatomical: Pertaining to anatomy.

anatomy: The structure of the body,
or the study of body structure.

anemia: The condition in which the
blood is deficient in hemoglobin, red
blood cells, or in total volume.

anesthesia: A partial or complete
loss of sensation with or without loss
of consciousness; can result from
drug administration or from injury or
disease.

aneurysm: A permanent blood-filled
dilation of a blood vessel resulting
from disease or injury of the blood
vessel wall.

angina pectoris: A spasmodic pain in
the chest, characterized by a
sensation of severe constriction or
pressure on the anterior chest;
associated with insufficient blood
supply to the heart; aggravated by
exercise or tension and relieved by
rest or medication.

Angiocath: The trade name for an
intravenous cannula with a Teflon
catheter over the metallic needle; has
become a generic name for such a
device.

angiograni: A radiographic depiction
of blood vessels through the use of
an injected contrast medium.

angioneurotic edema: A condition
characterized by a sudden
appearance of temporary edematous
areas of the skin and mucous
membranes, often associated with
hives, and may be an allergic
reaction involving the larynx, face,
and other areas of the body; may be
a manifestation of anaphylaxis.

angulation: The formation of an
angle; an abnormal angle in an
extremity or organ.

anisocoria: A condition in which
two ocular pupils are not equal in

size.

anomaly: Any marked deviation
from the norm.

anorexia: A lack of appetite for food.

Emergency Medical Dispatch: National Standard Curriculum
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anorexia nervosa: A serious nervous
condition in which the patient loses
his appetite and systematically
refuses to take adequate nutrition.

anoxia: Without oxygen; a reduction
of oxygen in body tissues below
required physiology levels.

antagonism: An opposite or contrary
action, such as that between muscles
or medications.

antagonist: Opponent; commonly
used as description of a drug that
directly counteracts another drug;
naloxone is an opiate antagonist.

ante-: A prefix meaning before in
time or place.

anterior: Situated in front of, or in
the forward part of; in anatomy, used
in reference to the ventral or belly
surface of the body.

anti-: A prefix that shows a negative
or reversal of the word root placed
after it.

antibiotic: A chemical compound
produced by and obtained from
certain living cells, especially lower
plant cells, which is antagonistic to
some other form of life, especially
pathogenic or noxious organisms.

antibody: A substance produced in
the body in response to an antigen
that destroys or inactivates the
antigen.

anticoagulant: A class of drugs that
prevent clotting of blood.

anticonvulsant: A class of drugs that
prevents or terminates convulsions.

antidote: A substance to counteract
or combat the effect of poison.

antiemetic: A remedy used to
control nausea and vomiting.

antigen: A substance that causes the
formation of antibodies.

antihistamine: A substance capable
of counteracting the pharmacologic
effects of histamine by a mechanism
other than the production of exactly
opposite effects.

antihypertensive: A class of drugs
that is used to lower blood pressure.

antipyretic: A class of drugs that
reduces fever.

antiseptic: Any preparation that
prevents the growth of bacteria.

antiserum: A serum that contains
antibodies against a specific disease-
producing organism, such as rabies
antiserum.

antivenin: An antiserum containing
antibodies against reptile or insect
venom.

anus: The outlet of the rectum lying
in the fold between the buttocks.
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anxiety: A feeling of apprehension,
uncertainty, and fear.

aorta: The largest artery in the body,
originates at the left ventricle and
terminates at the bifurcation of the
iliac arteries.

apathy: Lack of emotion or feeling;
indifference.

APCO: Associated Public-Safety
Communications Officers, Inc.

aphasia: Loss of power of expression
or comprehension of speech, writing,
or signs, due to injury or disease.

aphonia: Loss of voice.
apnea: Absence of respiration.

aponeurosis: A flat, fibrous sheet of
connective tissue that serves to
connect a muscle with the part that it
moves.

apoplexy: Stroke; cerebrovascular
accident, caused by blockage or
rupture of an artery.

appendicitis: Inflammation of the
vermiform appendix.

appendix: Vermiform appendix, a
wormlike diverticulum, or pouch
from the cecum.

aqueous humor: Fluid circulating in
the anterior and posterior chambers
of the eye.

am: The upper extremity,
specifically that segment between the
shoulder and elbow.

arrest: Sudden cessation or stoppage.

arrhythmia: Any disturbance in the
rhythm of the heart.

arterial blood: Oxygenated blood.

arteriole: A small artery, that at its
distal end leads into a capillary.

arteriosclerosis: A generic name for
several conditions that cause the
walls of the arteries to become
thickened, hard, and inelastic.

artery: A blood vessel, consisting of
three layers of tissue and smooth
muscle, that carries blood away from
the heart.

arthritis: Inflammatory disease of the
joints.

articulation: Joining of bones, a
joint; touching of one part with
another.

artifact: That which is artificial, out
of place, introduced by human
interference.

artificial ventilation: Movement of
air into and out of the lungs by
artificial means.

asepsis: Freedom from infectious
agents.
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asphyxia: Suffocation.

aspirate: To inhale foreign material
into the lungs; to remove fluid or
foreign material from the lungs or
elsewhere by mechanical suction.

aspirin: Salicylic acid acetate; a drug
known for its analgesic, fever
reducing, and antirheumatic
properties.

asthma: A condition marked by
recurrent attacks of dyspnea with
wheezing due to spasmodic
constriction of the bronchi, often as a
response to allergens, or by mucous
plugs in the bronchioles.

ASTM: American Society for Testing
and Materials

asymptomatic: Without symptoms.

ataxia: Failure of muscular
coordination; often used to describe
a staggering gait.

atherosclerosis: A common form of
arteriosclerosis caused by fat deposits
in arterial walls.

atlas: The first cervical opening.

atrium: A thin-walled chamber of
the heart; the right atrium receives
venous blood from the venae cavae;
the left atrium receives oxygenated
blood from the pulmonary veins.

atrophy: A wasting away of specific
tissue.

audio: Relating to sound waves in
the range that the human ear can
hear; the sound component of a
transmitted telemetry signal.

auditory nerve: The eighth cranial
nerve, mediates hearing and balance.

aura: A premonitory sensation of
impending illness, usually used in
connection with an epileptic attack.

auricle: The external ear; ear flap;
also atrium.

auscultation: The technique of
listening for and interpreting sounds
that occur within the body, usually
done with a stethoscope.

automatic reaction: An action
performed without conscious
thought.

Glossary-10
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automatic nervous system: Part of
the nervous system concerned with
the regulation of bodily functions not
controlled by conscious thought;
composed of the sympathetic and
parasympathetic systems.

autotransfusion: A transfusion
effected by redirecting the patient’s
own blood from one part of the body
to another.

avulsion: An injury that leaves a

piece of skin or other tissue either
partially or completely torn away
from the body.

Babinski reflex: A reflex response of
movement of the big toe; positive
reflex is determined when, on
stroking the sole, the toe turns
upward; negative is determined by a
downward or no movement of the
toe.

backbone system: A
communications system used to
integrate a number of strategically
located base stations into a regional
communications system; thus, a
mobile unit anywhere within the
service or of the system can
communicate with its control center.

bag of waters: The amniotic sac and
its contained amniotic fluid.

bag-valve-mask: A portable artificial
ventilation unit consisting of a face
mask, one-way valve, and an
inflatable bag; producing positive
pressure ventilation.

balanced salt solution: A solution of
water and salts formulated to match
the composition of normal blood;
sodium, potassium, and calcium
should be in correct proportion as

that of blood.

ball-and-socket joint: A joint
wherein the distal bone has a
rounded head (ball) that fits into the
proximal bone’s cup-like socket; the
hip and shoulder joints, for example.

band: A term applied to a group of
radio wave frequencies.

bandage: A material used to hold a
dressing in place.

barbiturates: A class of drugs that
produce a calming, sedative effect.

basal cell: The early keratocyte; a
cell present in the basal layer of the
epidermis.

basal skull fracture: A fracture
involving the base of the cranium.

base: Alkaline; a compound that
dissociates with formation of a
hydroxyl ion (OH); a solution having
a pH greater than 7.0.

base station: A station (transmitter,
receiver, and station control) installed
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at a fixed location and used to
communicate with mobile stations.

Basic Life Support (BLS):
Maintenance of the ABC's (airway,
breathing, and circulation) without
adjunctive equipment.

bladder: A membranous sac;
commonly referring to the muscular
membranous sac that stores urine.

blanch: To become white or pale.

blind panic: A type of panic in
which an individual’s judgment
seems to disappear; seen in situations
where there are mass casualties.

blister: A collection of fluid under or
within the epidermis.

blood: The fluid that circulates
through the heart, arteries, capillaries
and veins, carrying nutriment and
oxygen to the body cells, removing
waste products such as carbon
dioxide and various metabolic
products for excretion.

blood clot: A soft, coherent, jellylike
mass resulting from the conversion of
fibrinogen to fibrin, thereby
entrapping the red blood cells and
other formed elements within the
fibrinic web.

Battle’s sign: A contusion on the
mastoid process of either ear; sign of
a basilar skull fracture.

- Common EMD Terminology

beeper: A term applied to a
selectively activated paging receiver
usually carried in the pocket or on
the belt; upon receiving a page
specifically directed to it, the receiver
emits a beeping sound.

Benadryl: Trade name for
diphenhydramine hydrochloride, an
antihistamine.

bends: Pain in the limbs and
abdomen occurring as a result of
bubbles of nitrogen in the blood;
caused by too rapid decompression;
caisson diseasg, decompression
sickness.

benign: Not dangerous;
noncancerous; nonmalignant.

bevel: The slanting edges of the
point of a needle.

Benzadrine: Brand name for
amphetamine sulfate, a central
nervous system stimulant.

bicarbonate: Any salt having two
parts carbonic acid to one of any
basic substance; often used as an
abbreviated form of sodium
bicarbonate; also bicarb.

Glossary-12
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biceps: The large muscle of the front
part of the arm that bends the
forearm at the elbow; also, one of the
hamstring muscles located on the
back of the thigh that flexes and
rotates the knee.

bile: A fluid secreted by the liver
that is concentrated and stored in the
gallbladder and then discharged into
the intestine where it aids in
digestion of fats.

blood pressure (BP): The pressure
exerted by the pulsatile flow of blood
against the arterial walls.

blood type: One of the several
groups into which human blood is
divided according to its antigens.

blood volume: The total amount of
blood in the heart and blood vessels;
represents 8 to 9 percent of body
weight in kilograms.

blood volume expander: The
synthetic solution administered
intravenously to expand blood
volume in the treatment of shock.

bloody show: The mucous and
bloody discharge signaling beginning
of labor.

boltcutter: A tool used to cut heavy
metal.

bone: The hard form of connective
tissue that constitutes most of the
skeleton in a majority of vertebrates.

bourdon gauge: A calibrated
pressure gauge used to record the
flow rate of a medical gas from a
compressed cylinder.

bowel: See intestine.

brachial artery: The artery of the arm
that is the continuation of the axillary
artery, that in turn branches at the
elbow into the radical and ulnar
arteries.

bradycardia: An abnormally slow
heart rate, usually any rate less than
60 beats per minute.

brain: A soft, large mass of nerve
tissue that is contained within the
cranium.

brain contusion: See cerebral
contusion.

brain stem: The stemlike portion of
the brain that connects the brain with
the spinal cord; includes the pons,
medulla, and mesencephalon.

breech birth (breech delivery): The
delivery during which the presenting
part of the fetus is the buttocks or
foot instead of the head.

bronchial asthma: The common
form of asthma.

bronchiole: Any of the smaller
bronchi leading into the alveoli of
the lung.

Emergency Medical Dispatch: National Standard Curriculum

Glossary-13



- GLOSSARY

bronchiolitis: A condition seen in
children under 2 years of age
characterized by dyspnea and
wheezing, a viral infection often
confused with asthma.

bronchitis: Inflammation of the
bronchi.

bronchoconstriction: A narrowing of
the bronchial tubes.

bronchodilator: A widening of the
bronchial tubes.

bronchospasm: A severe constriction
of the bronchial tree.

bronchus: One of the two main
branches of the trachea that lead to
the right and left lungs; any of the
larger air passages of the lungs.

bruise: An injury that does not break
the skin but causes rupture of small
underlying blood vessels with
resulting tissue discoloration; a
contusion.

buccal: Pertaining to the cheek or
mouth.

burn: An injury caused by heat,
electrical current, and chemicals or
extreme acidity or alkalinity.
first degree burn: A burn causing
only reddening of the outer layer
of skin; sunburn usually is a first
degree burn.

- Common EMD Terminology

second degree burm: A burn
extending through the outer layer
of skin, causing blisters and
edema; A scald is usually a
second degree burn.

third degree burn: A burn
extending through all layers of
skin, at times through muscle or
connective tissue, having a white
leathery look and is insensitive;
grafting is more often necessary
with a third degree burn; a flame
burn is usually third degree.

burn center: A medical facility
especially designed, equipped, and
staffed to treat severely burned
patients.

buttock: The prominence formed by -
the gluteal muscles on the posterior

of both side of the body.
C

cachexia: A state of severe
malnutrition and poor health as a
result of disease or lack of
nourishment.

caisson disease: See bends.

calcium: A mineral substance
necessary for life functioning; plays a
vital role in heart contraction, nerve
conduction, and muscle contractions;
cation with double valence.

Glossary-14

Emergency Medical Dispatch: National Standard Curriculum



GLOSSARY

Common EMD Terminology

calcium chlonde: CaC1,; used to
restore electrolyte balance; used in
severe cardiac dysfunction as a
positive inotropic agent.

cancer: A malignant tumor;
commonly any form of malignancy,
including leukemia.

cannula: A tube, often fitted with a
trocar, used to enter a duct or cavity.

capillary: Any one of the small
blood vessels that connect arteriole
and venule, and through whose walls
various substances pass into and out
of the interstitial tissues, and thence
on to the cells.

capsule: A cylindrical gelatin
container enclosing a does of
medication, usually in powdered
form.

carbohydrate: A compound
represented by the sugars, starches,
and cellulose; contains carbon,

hydrogen, and oxygen.

carbon dioxide: CO,; a colorless and
odorless gas that neither supports
combustion nor burns; a waste
product of aerobic metabolism; in
combination with water (H,0O), forms
carbonic acid (H,CO,).

carbon monoxide: CO; a colorless,
odorless, and dangerous gas formed
by the incomplete combustion of
carbon; it combines four times as
quickly with hemoglobin than
oxygen; when in the presence of
heme, replaces oxygen and reduces
oxygen uptake in the lungs.

cardiac: Pertaining to the heart.

cardiac arrest: The sudden cessation
of cardiac function with no pulse, no
blood pressure, unresponsiveness.

cardiac compression: A technique of
external heart massage to restore the
pumping action of the heart.

cardiac standstill: The absence of
cardiac contraction or electrical
activity.

cardiogenic: Of cardiac origin.

cardiogenic shock: The inability of
the heart to pump adequate amounts
of blood to perfuse the vital organs.

cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR):
The application of artificial
ventilation and external cardiac
compression in patients with cardiac
arrest to provide an adequate
circulation to support life.
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cardiotonic drugs: A class of drugs
that improves and strengthens
myocardial-contraction.

cardiovascular collapse: Failure of
the heart and blood vessels; shock.

carpals: The eight small bones of the
wrist,

carpopedal spasm: A muscular
spasm of the hands and feet.

cartilage: A tough, elastic,
connective tissue that covers opposite
surfaces of movable joints and also
forms parts of the skeleton, such as
ear and nose.

cartilaginous: Relating to or
consisting of cartilage.

cataract: The partial or complete
opacity of the crystalline lens of the
eye or its capsule.

catecholamine: A biologically active
amine, such as epinephrine,
norepinephrine and dopamine, which
exerts a strong sympathetic action on
the heart and peripheral blood
vessels, thereby increasing cardiac
output and blood pressure.

catheter: A tube used for
withdrawing or infusing fluids into
various structures of the body.

catheter embolism: The loss of a
catheter fragment in a vein from
shearing of an indwelling IV catheter.

- Common EMD Terminology

caustic: Corrosive, destructive to
living tissue.

cavity: A hollow or space, especially
a space within the body or one of its
organ.
abdominal cavity: The space
bounded by the abdominal walls,
the diaphragm, and the pelvis;
contains most of the organs or
digestion.

cerum: The pouchlike portion of the
large intestine just inferior to the
junction of the ileum and ascending
colon; the vermiform appendix is
attached on the inferior surface.

cell: A small cavity or compartment.
Celsius scale: See centigrade scale.

centigrade scale: The temperature
scale in which the freezing point of
water is zero degrees and boiling
point at sea level is 100 degrees;
Celsius scale.

centimeter: A unit of measurement
of the metric system, one one-
hundredth of a meter; approximately
two-fifths of an inch.

central nervous system: The portion
of the nervous system consisting of

the brain and spinal cord.

cephalic: Pertaining to the head.
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cephalic delivery: A delivery in
which the head is the presenting part
of the fetus; generally considered to
be the normal mode of birth.

cerebellum: That portion of the brain
behind and below the cerebrum;
coordination is the general function.

cerebral: Pertaining to the brain.

cerebral contusion: A bruise of the
brain, causing a characteristic
symptomatic response.

cerebral hemorrhage: Bleeding into
the cerebrum; one form of stroke or
cerebrovascular accident.

cerebrospinal fluid: The fluid
contained in the four ventricles of the
brain and the subarachnoid space
around the brain and spinal cord.

cerbrovascular accident (CVA): The
sudden cessation of circulation to a
region of the brain, due to thrombus,
embolism, or hemorrhage; also, a
stroke or apoplexy.

cerebrum: The portion of the brain
controlling major functions of the
body, including movement,
sensation, thinking, and emotions.

cervical: Pertaining to the neck.

cervical collar: A device used to
immobilize and support the neck.

GLOSSARY

Common EMD Terminology

cervical spine: The superior seven
bones of the vertebral column,
located in the neck.

cervix: The lower portion, or neck,
of the uterus.

Cesarean section: The delivery of a
fetus by means of an incision into the
uterus, usually through the
abdominal wall.

cheek: The side of the face forming
the lateral wall of the mouth.

cheekboné: The quadrilateral bone
that forms the prominence of the
cheek; the zygomatic or malar bone.

chemotherapy: The treatment of
disease by drugs; particularly the
treatment of malignancy by drugs.

Cheyne-Stokes respiration: An
abnormal breathing pattern
characterized by rhythmic increase
and decrease in depth of ventilation,
with regularly recurring periods of
apnea; seen in association with
central nervous system dysfunction.

CHF: Abbreviation for congestive
heart failure.

chief complaint: The problem for
which a patient seeks help, stated in
a word or short phase.

chills: A sensation of cold, with
convulsive shaking of the body.
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cholesterol: A fatty substance found
in animal tissue, egg yolks, and in
various oils and fats; thought to
contribute to arteriosclerosis.

cholinergic: Pertaining to the type of
chemical activity that is characteristic
of acetylcholine.

chordae tendineae: Tendons that
attach to the free edges of the leaflets
of the mitral and tricuspid valves and
to the papillary muscles.

chronic: Of long duration, or
recurring over a period of time.

chronic obstructive pulmonary
disease (COPD): A term comprising
chronic bronchitis, emphysema, and
asthma; an illness that causes
obstructive problems in the airways.

chronotropic: Affecting the time or
rate; applied especially to drugs
whose administration affect the
contraction rate of the heart.

circulatory: Pertaining to the heart
and blood vessels.

circulatory collapse: The failure of
the cardiac and peripheral
circulation.

circulatory system: The body system
consisting of the heart and blood
vessels.

circumduction: Circular movement
of a limb or eye.

circus movement: As it pertains to
heart stimulation, the circus
movement of a stimulus causes
reentry of formerly depolarized cells
that are repolarized enough to accept
the stimulus and depolarize again,
passing along the stimulus to cells
that are, in turn, repolarized and
accept the stimulus, and around it
goes again, causing rapid stimulation
of the heart.

cirrhosis: Chronic progressive
fibrosis of the liver, often associated
with heavy alcohol ingestion.

-clammy: Damp and usually cool.

clavicle: The collarbone; attached to
the uppermost part of the sternum at
a right angle, and joins the scapular
spine to form the point of the
shoulder.

clinical: Pertaining to the patient.

clinical death: A term that refers to
the lack of signs of life, when there is
no pulse and no blood pressure;
occurs immediately after the onset of
cardiac arrest.

closed fracture: A fracture in which
there is no laceration in the overlying
skin.

clot: A semisolid mass of fibrin and
cells.
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clubbing: Proliferation of soft tissue
about the terminal phalanges of
fingers and toes, without osseous
change.

CNS: Abbreviation for central
nervous system.

CO,: Chemical formula for carbon
dioxide.

coagulation: The process of
changing a liquid into a thickened or
solid state; the formation of a clot.

coalesce: To unite, to mix, to fuse.

cocaine: A crystalline alkaloid
obtained from Erythoxylon coca
(coca leaves) used as a topical
anesthetic, but now used more often
as a central nervous system stimulant;
often abused.

coccyx: The lowest part of the
backbone; composed of three to five
small, fused vertebrae; also called the
tailbone.

coffee grounds vomitus: A vomitus
having the appearance and
consistency of coffee grounds;
indicates slow bleeding in the
stomach and represents the vomiting
of partially digested blood.

coke: Street name for cocaine; also
colloquial for Coca-Cola, a popular
soda drink, nonalcoholic and
nonaddictive.

colic: Acute abdominal pain
characterized by intermittent cramps;
common in infants and young
children; also, pertaining to the
colon.

colostomy: The creation of an
opening between the colon and the
surface of the body to provide bowel
drainage.

coma: A state of unconsciousness
from which the patient cannot be
aroused even by powerful
stimulation.

-~

comatose: |n a state of coma.
comminuted fracture: A fracture in
which the bone ends are broken into
many fragments.

common bile duct: The duct formed
by the union of the common hepatic
ducts and the cystic duct; empties
into the duodenum.

communicable disease: A disease
that is transmissible from one person
to another.

complete heart block: The longer
than normal R-R interval occurring
after a premature ventricular
contraction; caused by the failure of
the ventricle to contract after the
atrial contraction which occurred
during the PVC.
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compliance: The quality of yielding
to pressure or force without
disruption, or an expression of the
measure of ability to do so; the
ability of the lung to distend with air
as it is forced into the airways.

compound fracture: An open
fracture; a fracture in which there is
an open wound of the skin and soft
tissues leading down to the location
of the fracture.

compress: A folded cloth or pad
used for applying pressure to stop
hemorrhage or as a wet dressing.

concave: Rounded and somewhat
depressed or hollowed out.

concussion: A violent jar or shock;
the central nervous system injury
results from the impact.

condyle: Rounded projection on a
bone, may be covered by cartilage at
the joining with another bone.

congenital: Referring to any
condition that is present at birth.

congestive heart failure: Excessive
fluid in the lungs or tissues caused by
the failure of the ventricles to
effectively pump blood.

conjunctiva: The delicate membrane
that lines the eyelids and covers the
exposed surface of the eyeball.

connective tissue: The tissue that
binds together and supports the -
various structures of the body.

conscious: Capable of responding to
sensory stimuli and having subjective
experiences.

consent: An agreement by patients

to accept treatment offered as

explained by medical personnel.
implied consent: An assumed
consent given by an unconscious
adult when emergency lifesaving
treatment is required.
informed consent: A consent
given for treatment by a mentally
competent adult who understands
what the treatment will involve;
can also be given by parent or
guardian of a child, as defined by
the State, or for a mentally
incompetent adult.

constrict: To be made smaller by
drawing together or squeezing.

constricting band: A band used to
restrict the lymphatic flow of blood
back to the heart.

contagious: A term that refers to a
disease that is readily transmitted
from one person to another.

contagious disease: An infectious
disease transmittible by direct or
indirect contact; now synonymous
with communicable disease.

contaminated: A term used in
reference to a wound or other surface

Glossary-20

Emergency Medical Dispatch: National Standard Curriculum



GLOSSARY

Common EMD Terminology

that has been infected with bacteria;
may also refer to polluted water, food
or drugs.

contraction: A shortening of muscle
fiber.

contractility: The ability of any
muscle fiber to contract when it is
depolarized by a stimulus.

contraindication: Not indicated; a
situation that prohibits the use of a
drug or technique.

contralateral: On the opposite side.

contusion: A bruise; an injury that
causes a hemorrhage in or beneath
the skin but does not break the skin.

convection: The conveyance of heat
in liquid or gaseous form by
movement of heated particles (as
when the warm air of a room
ascends to the ceiling); the loss of
body heat to the atmosphere when
air passes over the body.

convex:. Rounded and somewhat
elevated.

convulsion: A violent involuntary
contraction or series of contractions
of the voluntary muscles; a fit or
seizure.

COPD: Abbreviation for chronic
obstructive pulmonary disease.

core temperature: A body
temperature measured centrally, from
within the esophagus or rectum.

corium: The fibrous, inner layer of
the skin, the true skin.

comified: Converted into tough
tissue; keratinized; used to describe
the outermost layer of skin.

coronary: A term applied to the
cardiac blood vessels that supply
blood to the walls of the heart.

coronary artery: One of the two
arteries arising from the aortic sinus
to supply the heart muscle with
blood.

coronary artery disease: A
progressive narrowing and eventual
obstruction of the coronary arteries
by the atherosclerotic process.

coronary bypass: The surgical
procedure whereby a graft of part of
the external saphenous vein is used
to pass by a blocked coronary artery.

coronary occlusion: An obstruction
in the coronary artery that hinders
the flow of blood to some part of the
heart; may be caused by narrowing
of the vessel by atheromatous plaque
or by a clot or by spasm of the vessel
itself.

coronary thrombosis: The blockage
of a coronary artery by a clot.
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corticosteroid: A class of drugs,
similar to the naturally occurring
steroid hormones, sometimes used to
counteract inflammation.

costal: Pertaining to the ribs.

costochondral: Pertaining to the rib
and its cartilaginous portion attached
to the sternum.

costovertebral angle: The angle
formed by the spinal column and the
12th ribs; the general anatomic
location of the kidneys.

countershock: The application of
direct current to the patient in order
to counteract some dysrhythmia of
the heart.

CPR: Abbreviation for
cardiopulmonary resuscitation.

cramp: A painful spasm, usually of a
muscle; a gripping pain in the
abdominal area; colic.

craniad: Toward the head.

cranial nerves: The 12 pairs of
nerves connected directly with the
brain.

cranium: Skull.

cravat: A special type of bandage
made from a large triangular piece of
cloth and folded to form a band;
used as a temporary dressing for a
fracture or would.

crepitus: A grating sound heard and
the sensation felt when the fractured
ends of a bone rub together.

crib death: See sudden infant death
syndrome.

cricoid cartilage: The thick ring-
shaped cartilage inferior to the
thyroid cartilage of the larynx.

cricothyroid membrane: The fibrous
tissue between the superior thyroid
cartilage and the inferior cricoid
cartilage.

crisis: A critical turning point or
juncture; applied to both medical
and psychiatric problems.

croup: A common viral disease of
children; characterized by spasm of
the larynx and resulting upper airway
obstruction.

crowbar: A long metal bar with a
chiselike point at one end; used as a
lever for prying.

crowning: The stage of birth when
the presenting part of the baby is
visible at the vaginal orifice.

crystalloid: A substance capable of
crystallization that, in solution, may
be diffused through animal
membranes; does not contain protein
molecules.

CSF: Abbreviation for cerebrospinal
fluid.
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cumulative action: Action of
increased intensity evidenced after
several portions of the drug are
taken.

cutaneous: Pertaining to the skin.

cutdown: Surgical exposure of a
vessel to insert a cannula for the

purpose of administering fluids or
other medications.

CVA: Abbreviation for
cerebrovascular accident.

cyanosis: A blueness of the skin due
to insufficient oxygen in the blood.

cyclic: Occurring periodically.

cystic: Pertaining to cysts; also to the
urinary bladder.

D

Darvon: A trade name for
propoxyphene, a narcotic.

decerebrate posture: A posture
assumed by a patient with severe
brain dysfunction; characterized by
extension and internal rotation of the
arms and extension of the legs.

decompensation: Failure of the heart
to maintain sufficient circulation of
the blood.

decompression: Removal of
compression or pressure.

decompression chamber: A chamber
of compressed air into which a
person may be introduced to treat
decompression sickness by
recompressing the person and
gradually lowering the pressure in the
chamber to match the local
atmosphere; also, hyperbaric
chamber.

decompression sickness: Bends; a
condition caused by nitrogen bubbles
that have returned to a gaseous state
becoming lodged in blood or body
tissues; characterized by pain in
joints and chest, itching of skin,
pulmonary edema.

decontaminate: Remove foreign
substance that could cause harm;
frequently used to describe removal
of radioactive material from person,
clothing, or area.

decorticate posture: The posture
assumed by patients with a lesion at
the brainstem level or above;
characterized by tightly flexed arms,
clenched fists, and slightly extended
legs.

decubitus ulcer: A bedsore; ulcer
caused by lack of blood supply to an
area because of the pressure exerted

on it by the part pressing against the
bedding.

defecate: To discharge feces from
the rectum.

defibrillation: Removal of fibrillation;
applying unsynchronized direct
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current electrical shock to terminate
fibrillation.

defibrillator: Any agent or measure
that causes fibrillation to cease.

definitive care: Care given that will
actually reverse, or act as a medium
to reverse, a pathologic condition.

dehydration: Loss of water and
electrolytes; excessive loss of body
water.

deliium: A mental disturbance
characterized by illusions,
hallucinations, excitement, physical
restlessness, having a short duration.

deliium tremens: DT's a form of
insanity, often temporary, caused by
alcohol poisoning; characterized by
sweating, tremor, great excitement,
precordial pain, anxiety, and mental
distress; occurs usually following
heavy alcohol intake.

delusion: A belief or feeling that has
no basis in fact; seen in several types
of mental illness.

Demerol: A trade name for
meperidine hydrochloride, a
synthetic narcotic.

dementia: Progressive mental
deterioration due to organic disease
of the brain.

depressant: An agent that lowers
functional activity, a sedative.

. Common EMD Terminology

depressed fracture: A skull fracture
with impaction, depression, or a
sinking in of the fragments.

depression: A mental state
characterized by feelings of
dejection, psychomotor retardation,
insomnia, or weight loss, often of
delusional proportion.

derm: Prefix meaning having to do
with skin.

dermmis: The inner layer of skin;
contains the skin appendages, hair
follicles, sweat glands, nerves, and
blood vessels.

dextran: A water-soluble
polysaccharide used as a synthetic
plasma volume expander in
infusions.

diabetes: A general term referring to
disorders characterized by excessive
urine excretion, excessive thirst, and
excessive hunger.

diabetic coma: Loss of
consciousness due to severe diabetes
mellitus which has not been treated
or to treatment which has not been
adequately regulated.

diagnosis: The determination of the
nature of a pathological condition.

diagnostic signs: The indications of a
patient’s physiologic state and the
determining factors for treatment.
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dialysis: The passage of substances
through a membrane; the process of
removing undesirable factors from a
fluid through a selectively permeable
membrane.

diaphoresis: Profuse perspiration.

diaphragm: The flat group of
muscles and tendons that separate
the abdominal and thoracic cavities.

diaphragm: The flat group of
muscles and tendons that separate
the abdominal and thoracic cavities.

diarrhea: The passage of frequent
watery or |oose stools.

diazepam: A tranquilizer and muscle
relaxant drug sometimes used for
treatment of seizures; trade name
Valium.

digestion: The process by which
food is converted into simple
chemical substances that can be
absorbed by the intestines.

digestive tract: The passage of tubes
leading from the mouth and pharynx
to the anus; the alimentary tract;
mouth, pharynx, esophagus, stomach,
small intestine, large intestine,
rectum, and anus.

digitalis: A drug used in the
treatment of heart disease, especially
heart failure and some atrial
arrhythmias; a cardiac glycoside from
digitalis purpusa, or purple foxglove,
a common herb.

digitalis toxicity: A state caused by
an overdose of digitalis marked by
anorexia, nausea, vomiting, yellow or
green vision, and by increasing AV
block, premature contractions,
bradycardia.

dilatation: The act of widening an
orifice beyond its normal dimensions.

dilated pupil: An ocular pupil
enlarged beyond its normal size.

dilation: The process of expanding or
enlarging. .

Dilaudid: The trade name for
dihydromorphinone, a drug with
analgesia of the narcotic variety, and
a respiratory depressant.

diplopia: Double vision.

direct current electric shock: Electric
shock derived from storage batteries,
as opposed to electric shock derived
from alternating current; preferred
method of defibrillation.

disc: The cartilaginous pad between
the vertebrae that separates and
cushions them.

discharge: Setting free or liberation;
release the electrical charge in
defibrillation.

disentanglement: The freeing of an
entrapped victim.

dislocation: The state of being
misaligned; the displacement of the
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ends of two bones at their joint so
that the joint surfaces are no longer
in proper contact.

disorganization: A disturbed mental
state characterized by the inability to
estimate direction or location or to
be aware of time or other people.

dispatcher: One who transmits calls
to service units and sends vehicles
and personnel on assignments.

distal: Farthest from any point on the
center or median line; in extremities,

farthest from the point of junction of

the trunk of the body.

distention: The state of being inflated
or enlarged, particularly of the
abdomen.

distortion: The state of being twisted
out of normal or natural shape or
position.

diuresis: Increased secretion of
urine.

diuretic: An agent used to increase
the secretion of urine by the kidneys.

diverticulitis: Inflammation of a
diverticulum of the colon.

DOA: Abbreviation for dead on
arrival.

doll’s eye reflex: A test for brain
damage wherein the eyes move in
the same direction as the head is

turned from side to side, as if the
eyes were painted (doll’s) eyes.

dominant pacemaker: That part of
the cardiac conduction system that
has control of the heart stimulus;
normally the sinoatrial node.

dorsal: Toward the back.
dorsalis pedis: The artery whose
pulse is palpated on the dorsal part

of the foot (the instep).

dorsiflexion: _ The turning of the foot
or toes upward.

DOS: Abbreviation for dead at the
scene.

DOT: Department of Transportation.
dressing: A protective covering for a
wound; used to stop bleeding and to

prevent contamination of the wound.

D.T.’s: See delirium tremens.
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dumbcane: A tropical American
herb (Dieffenbachia sequine) that
when chewed causes the tongue to
swell, may be severe enough to
threaten the airway.

duodenum: The segment of the
small intestines that lies just distal to
the stomach, said to be about twelve
finger breadths in length.

dying heart: A heart with feeble,
ineffectual ventricular contractions;
evidenced on EKG by greatly
widened QRS complexes with
electromechanical dissociation;
asystole.

dys-: Prefix meaning bad, or
difficult.

dysconjugate vision: A condition in
which the two eyes are not aligned,
but stare in different directions.

dysfunction: Abnormal function of
an organ or body part.

dysmenorrhea: Painful or difficult
menstruation; menstrual cramps.

dysphagia: An inability to swallow
or difficulty in swallowing.

dyspnea: Painful or difficult
breathing; usually used to mean
rapid, shallow respirations.

dysrhythmia: A disturbance in the
cardiac rhythm.

Common EMD Termii
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eardrum: A flexible membrane that
forms most of the outer wall of the
tympanic cavity and separates it from
the external auditory canal; the
tympanum.

ecchymosis: Blood under the skin
causing a black and blue mark;
bruise.

ECF: Abbreviation for extracellular
fluid.

ECG: Abbreviation for
electrocardiogram; also EKC.

eclampsia: A toxic condition of
pregnancy, causing convulsions and
coma, associated with hypertension,
edema, and proteinuria.

-ectomy: Suffix meaning surgical
removal, as in appendectomy.

ectopic: Out of place; located away
from the normal position.

ectopic pregnancy: A pregnancy in
which the fetus is implanted
elsewhere than in the uterus, e.g., in
the fallopian tube or in the
abdominal cavity; produces
abdominal pain, bleeding.

edema: A condition in which fluid
escapes into the body tissues from
the vascular or lymphatic spaces and
causes local or generalized swelling.
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EEG: Abbreviation for
electroencephalograph.

EENT: Abbreviation for eye, ear,
nose and throat.

effusion: A leakage of fluid from
tissues into a cavity, such as into the
pleural cavity.

ejaculation: A sudden act of
expulsion; the expulsion of semen.

EKG: Abbreviation for
electrocardiogram.

electrocardiogram: A graphic tracing
of the electrical currents generated by
the process of depolarization and
repolarization of the myocardial
tissues.

electrocution: Death caused by
passage of electrical current through

the body.

electroencephalogram: A recording
of the electrical potentials on the
skull generated by currents
emanating spontaneously from nerve
cells in the brain.

elixir: A liquid oral medication
containing flavorings, sweetening, or

alcohol.

emaciation: A wasted condition of
the body; extreme leanness.

emboli: Plural of embolus.

embolism: The sudden blocking of
an artery or vein by a clot or foreign
material which has been brought to
the site of lodgement by the blood
current.

embolus: A clot or another plug
brought by the blood from another
vessel and forced into a smaller one,
thus obstructing the circulation.

embryo: In animals, the derivatives
of the fertilized egg, that eventually
becomes offspring, during their
period of most rapid development, in
man, from about 2 weeks after
fertilization to the end of the seventh
or eighth week.

emesis: Vomiting.

emetic: An agent that causes
vomiting.

emphysema: A chronic lung disease
caused by distention of the alveoli
and/or destruction of their walls; a
pathological accumulation of air in
tissues, or organs, as in subcutaneous
emphysema.

EMD: Emergency Medical Dispatch;
also, Emergency Medical Dispatcher.
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EMDPRS: Emergency Medical
Dispatch Protocol Reference System;
a tool used by Emergency Medical
Dispatchers for questioning callers
about the nature of a medical
emergency, response modes and
configurations and provision of
medically approved instructions as
appropriate.

EMS: Emergency Medical Services.

EMT: Emergency Medical
Technician.

EMT-A: Emergency Medical
Technician - Ambulance.

EMT-I: Emergency Medical
Technician - Intermediate.

EMT-P: Emergency Medical
Technician - Paramedic.

emulsion: A preparation of one
liquid distributed in small globules
throughout the body of a second
liquid; used as a lubricant.

encephalitis: Inflammation of the
brain.

endocardium: The membrane lining
the inside of the heart.

endocrine: Secreting internally.

endoscope: An instrument for the
examination of the interior of a

hollow organ, such as the stomach or
bladder.

Common EMD Terminology

GLOSSARY

endotracheal: Within or through the
trachea, an endotracheal tube.

endotracheal intubation: The
insertion of a tube through the mouth
or nose and into the trachea.

endotracheal tube: One of a series
of graduated tubes, with or without
inflatable cuffs, to be inserted in the
trachea for the purpose of
maintaining an airway and/or
delivery of oxygen.

enteritis: An inflammation of the
small intestine, usually accompanied
by diarrhea.

enterocolitis: Inflammation of the
small intestine and colon.

envenomation: The poisonous effects
caused by the bites, stings, or
deposits of insects, spiders, snakes, or
other poison-carrying animals.

epi-: Prefix meaning on top of or
above.

epicardium: The serous layer of
pericardium covering the outside of
the heart.

epidemic: An occurrence of a
disease among many people over a
given area.

epidemis: The outermost and
nonvascular layer of the skin.
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epidural: Located outside or above
the dura, the outermost membrane
that covers the brain.

epigastrium: The upper and middle
regions of the abdomen within the
costal angle.

epiglottis: The lid-like cartilaginous
structure overhanging the superior
entrance to the larynx and serving to
prevent food from entering the larynx
and trachea while swallowing.

epiglottitis: A bacterial infection
occurring in children, marked by
swelling of he epiglottis, high fever,
pain on swallowing, and drooling;
airway obstruction can result with
great rapidity.

epilepsy: A chronic brain disorder
marked by paroxysmal attacks of
brain dysfunction, usually associated
with some alteration of
consciousness, abnormal motor
behavior, psychic or sensory
disturbances; may be preceded by
aura.

epinephrine: A hormone released by
the adrenal medulla which stimulates
the sympathetic nervous system,
producing vasoconstriction, increased
heart rate and bronchodilation.

erectile tissue: The tissue containing
large vascular spaces that fill with
blood on stimulation, such as the
penis, clitoris, and nipple.

C@?"’"_"" EMD Terminology

erythema: A redness of the skin
produced by congestion of the
capillaries.

erythrocyte: A red blood cell.

eschar: A thick, coagulated crust or
slough that develops after a thermal
burn, cauterization, or laceration of
the skin; a scab.

esophageal obturator airway (EOA):
A device used to provide an
adequate airway by blocking off the
esophageal opening with a cuffed
obturator and providing ventilation
through a series of side holes located
at the level of the epiglottis.

esophagus: The portion of the
digestive tract that lies between the
pharynx and the stomach.

estrogen: One of the classes of
female sex hormones.

ethmoid: Bone found at the roof of
the nose, the base of the cranium,
and between the eyes; through it pass
the olfactory nerves.

etiology: The study of the factors
that cause disease.

euphoria: A feeling of well-being
and happiness.

eustachian tube: The tube leading
from the back of the throat to the
middle ear; serves to equalize
pressure in the middle ear.
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evaporation: Conversion of a liquid
or solid to a gas.

evert: To turn inside out; to turn
outward.

eviscerate: To remove or expose the
intestines.

exacerbation: A relapse or
worsening of a disease condition.

excoriation: Any superficial loss of
substance, such as that produced on
the skin by scratching.

excretion: The process whereby the
residue of food and waste products of
metabolism are eliminated.

exhalation: The act of breathing out;
expiration.

exophthalmus: Abnormal protrusion
of the eye.

expectorant: A drug that loosens and
facilitates the removal of secretions in
the bronchial tubes.

exsanguinate: To bleed to death.

extension: The process of
straightening; the movement by
which the two ends of any joined
part are drawn away from each
other.

external cardiac compression: The
method by which mechanical
depression of the lower half of the
sternum compresses the ventricles
and forces blood into the systemic
and pulmonary circulation.

extracellular fluid: The portion of the
total body water outside the cells,
composed of the interstitial and
intravascular fluid.

extract: A concentrated preparation
of a drug prepared by dissolving the
drug in alcohol or water and
evaporating off the excess solvent to
a prescribed standard.

extraocular motions: The movement
of the eyes.

extrasystole: An extra heartbeat,
often a premature contraction.

extremity: A limb, an arm, or a leg.

extrication: Disentanglement; freeing

from entrapment.

extruded: Pushed out of normal
position,

eyelid: Either of the two movable
conjunctival-cutaneous folds that

protect the anterior surface of the
eyeball.
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