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SAMPLE TEEN BELTS
ENFORCEMENT PLANNER

SAMPLE OpEd
[443] Words
[Local Law Enforcement Organization]

Bringing Click It or Ticket to a Road Near You
Special Enforcement Blitz

Aims to Boost Seat Belt Use among Teens
Regular seat belt use is the single most effective way to protect people and reduce fatalities in motor vehicle crashes.  Yet too many [State] drivers and passengers – especially teens – still aren’t getting the message. 

Across the Nation, teens consistently rank among those least likely to buckle up. In 2006, 4,842 teen passenger vehicle occupants, ages 16 to 20, were killed in motor vehicle crashes across the Nation. Tragically, the story isn’t very different here in [State]. That same year, [number] [State] teens ages 16 to 20 were killed in motor vehicle crashes and of those killed [number] teens were not wearing their seat belts at the time of the fatal crash. The lives of many of these teens – and countless other [State] motorists – might have been saved if they had only been wearing their seat belts at the time of that fatal crash. 

Unfortunately, we can’t go back and remind those teens to buckle up before they hit the road, but we can remind other [State] teens today, tomorrow, and every day that seat belts save lives. So in a special effort to increase seat belt use and to help save lives across the State, the [Local Law Enforcement Organization] will join other [State] law enforcement agencies in stepping up enforcement efforts and buckling down on all motorists who aren’t buckled-up – especially teens. 

This Nation is on a State-by-State mission to put a stop to motor vehicle fatalities, and in [State] we’re doing our part to convince all motorists, especially teens, to take the first step in protecting themselves and others by always buckling up. Fatal car crashes can and do happen every day and each year hundreds of people die in those crashes across the State. We are asking for your help to make travel on [State] roadways safer for everyone. 
Parents, remind your teens to buckle up every time they get in a vehicle, whether they are drivers or passengers. Teens, remind your friends to buckle up – you could save a life. Community members and family members, lead by example – buckle up every trip, every time – day and night. 

[State’s] goal is simple: to save more lives by convincing all drivers and passengers to buckle up. Please remember, law enforcement will be out in force reminding drivers of all ages – especially teens – unless you want to risk a ticket or worse, your life, Click It or Ticket day and night.

For more information, please visit www.nhtsa.gov/link/ciot.htm.
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